GEORGE THE THIRD
insult in silence, but he did not forget it, and he at once took
steps to make himself proficient in the use of the pistol. On
November I5th he took his revenge. In the course of a speech
which had very little to do with the business under discussion,
except that it retailed the details of Wilkes's attack on himself,
he called his vilifier a coward and a scoundrel. The charges
were repeated late the same night in writing, and Martin in his
letter challenged Wilkes to meet him * with pistols' in The
Ring in Hyde Park early next morning. Wilkes accepted
the challenge. Martin's first shot went wide: Wilkes's pistol
misfired. Martin's second shot, however, hit Wilkes in the side.
The wound was deep, but not dangerous. Halifax in a despatch
to the King, written soon after the news of the duel had leaked
out, reported
that the Ball had been extracted, and that Mr Wilkes was not
thought to be in any Danger. . . . Mr Wilkes was seen walking
from the Field of Battle with his Hand on his Side.
There was a tremendous commotion in the House of Commons
when the members heard what had happened. In some quarters
it was hinted that the duel was a * put-up ' job, the Government
having instructed Martin to call out Wilkes. Some went so far
as to opine that Martin's pistol practice was also carried out with
the connivance of members of the Ministry, who knew what it
presaged. Eighteenth-century politicians always had the lowest
opinions of their political opponents!
When the sitting opened on the idth Wilkes's friends moved
that the matter of privilege ought to be deferred until the Member
for Aylesbury returned to the House; but Grenville insisted—
quite rightly—that the discussions should proceed since the
matter was an impersonal one, which was concerned with con-
stitutional practice. So a terrible battle of words was joined.
Halifax who had dropped in to see how the business was
proceeding reported to the King that
he had the same Misfortune he has often had, of hearing Alderman
Beckford talk a great deal of unjustifiable Nonsense.
William Beckford had only a week before retired from the
mayoralty of London. He remained to the end a * Wilkite,'
and his influence in the City was mainly instrumental in giving

